Ordinance 2020-02 to replace section 5-71 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPLACE CHAPTER 5 ENTITLED ‘ANIMALS”-SECTION 5-71 DOGS AND CATS NOT PERMITTED TO BE AT LARGE

THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF CLINTON, ROCK COUNTY, WISCONSIN, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Sec. 5-71, - Dogs and cats not permitted to be at large
(1)  RUNNING AT LARGE DEFINED. 


(a)  General Rule. No person who owns, harbors or keeps any animal shall allow it to run at large in the Village. An animal shall be considered running at large when it is found off the premises of its owner or keeper and not under restraint by leash, cord or chain and not within a vehicle. A leash, cord or chain shall not exceed six (6) feet in length. If the leash, cord or chain exceeds six (6) feet in length, the animal shall be deemed to be running at large. 


(b)  Exception. This section does not apply to "dangerous animals" or to "potentially dangerous dogs,” as those terms are defined in Section 5-77(1) and define when a dangerous animal or potentially dangerous dog is considered to be running at large.
(2)  PENALTY.   


(a)
   The first time an animal is found in violation of subsection (1), the minimum penalty shall be $100 plus court costs.


(b)   The second time an animal is found in violation of subsection (1), the minimum penalty shall be $200 plus court costs.


(c)    The third time an animal is found in violation of subsection (1), the animal shall be subject to impound as outline in subsections (3) and (4).


(d)  If an animal injures or causes injury to a person, a domestic animal or property while running at large in violation of subsection (1), the minimum penalty shall be $250.00 


(e)  If an animal injures or causes injury to a person, a domestic animal or property, while running at large in violation of subsection (1) and after the owner was notified or knew that the dog previously injured or caused injury to a person, a domestic animal or property, the minimum penalty shall be $500.
(3)  IMPOUNDMENT AND NOTICE THEREOF. 


(a)  It shall be the duty of every police officer and humane officer to impound any animal found to be running at large. The officer may enter private premises and capture the animal by any reasonable means. 


(b)  If the owner or keeper of an impounded animal is known or can be ascertained with reasonable effort, he/she shall be notified of the animal's impoundment. 


(4)  IMPOUNDING AND RELATED FEES. Except as provided in 5-77 (6) (a) any person who owns, harbors, or keeps an animal which has been impounded for running at large or for failure to display license or rabies tags, may reclaim the animal from the impoundment facility upon payment of the following: 


(a)  A Redemption Fee specified by the impoundment facility 


(b)  A Boarding Fee specified by the impoundment facility 


(c)  A Rabies Inoculation Fee (if required). 


(d)  A Dog License Fee (if required). 


(5)  UNCLAIMED ANIMALS. The impoundment facility shall keep all unclaimed animals which were impounded for running at large or for failure to display license or rabies tags for a period of seven (7) days. If the animal remains unclaimed at the expiration of seven (7) days, the impoundment facility may: 


(a)  Give the animal to any person who pays the charges specified in sub. (4). 


(b)  Destroy the animal in a humane manner. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands and seal this 17th day of February, 2020.

____________________

Tom Peterson, President

____________________

Jennifer Ciepley, Clerk

I hereby certify that the above ordinance was adopted by the Village Board of the Village of Clinton on the 17th Day of February, 2020.

____________________

Clerk, Village of Clinton

Rock County, Wisconsin

