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DPW Employees: 
The Public Works Department consists of four employees, responsible for all Public 
Works Operations such as Streets and Building Maintenance, Waterworks Operations 
and Maintenance, Wastewater Operations and Maintenance and Parks Maintenance.  
Each employee has a designated job description as follows: 

 

Roger Johnson, Director of Public Works:   

Employed with the Village since 1988.  Certifications in Water and Wastewater  

Although I was planning on retiring at the end of 2022, I decided to stay a bit longer and 
plan on retirement at the end of 2024.  

 

Scott Gretschmann, Foreman, Wastewater Treatment Operator:   

Employed with the Village since 1987. Certifications in Water and Wastewater 

Scott has told me that he will be retiring within the next five years.  We will be planning 
on hiring a replacement soon to get the necessary certifications and experience prior to 
Scott’s retirement.  It can take some time to become fully certified for the wastewater 
position and takes even longer to get the experience to effectively operate a wastewater 
treatment facility. 

 

Mike Kahl, Water Operator: 

Employed with the Village since 1995.  Certifications in Water and partially Wastewater. 

Mike has also told me that he will be retiring within the next five years.  I would expect 
that his position will be filled by Brad Gretschmann when that happens. 

 

Brad Gretschmann, Street & Equipment Operator:  

Employed with the Village since 2018.  Partially Certified Wastewater 

Brad, having been here the fewest number of years, has a long way to go before his 
retirement.  Speaking with Brad about advancing in the department, he is not sure at 
this time how much responsibility he will want to accept in the future.    
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Figure 2 A Machine is trenchin through limestone for the Sewer line Installation to Country Crossings Subdivision 

Public Works: 
As in 2021, there were no street reconstruction projects in the Village. The Public Works 
Department continued with the seal coating program in 2022 with the seal coating of 
Ogden Avenue from Church Street to the Fire Station, Peck Avenue, High Street from 
Church Street to East Street, Maple Avenue, Allen Street from Milwaukee Street to High 
Street and East Street from Maple Avenue to High Street. 

By the end of the year, the Clinton Crossings subdivision Phase I had been substantially 
completed having most of the lots built on and sold. The streets for Phase II were 
mostly completed with curbs and gutters and the binder course of blacktop. 

The Village Building Inspector, Bill Kienbaum, resigned his position in July of 2022 to 
return to retirement and a new inspector, Char Martin was appointed.  Chuck Statton 
will remain as the Commercial Electrical Inspector. A total of forty-six permits of all types 
were issued in 2022 with a reported value of $1,056,165.00.  Permit fees totaled 
$22,711.90.  Note, not all permits show a value as some have a fixed permit fee. 

Parks:  The shelter at Herb Reffue Park underwent some modifications in 2022 as the 
fireplace, which had become a problem with vandals, was removed and the cement 
replaced around where the fireplace was.   

The play equipment at the former Heldt-Parulson Park is still standing with the 
subdivision developer looking for a company to move the equipment to the park at the 
west end of the subdivision.     
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Other Public Works: The Village received a grant in 2022 for recycling in the amount 
of $7,103.70 178 tons of recyclables or 170 pounds per capita in 2021.  To receive the 
grant, the village must pick up at least 82.4 pounds per capita.   

The Village had two contamination sites that were under Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) supervision in 2022.  The Doug’s Standard site, which we received a 
grant for limited site investigation, had samples taken throughout the year with the 
results showing contamination from TEC or Trichloroethylene. We have applied for 
further funding in 2022 to continue tracking the contamination. 

The other contamination site is Midwest Biofuel on Industrial Drive. The DNR has 
reported that most of the contaminants have been removed from the site with the DNR 
referring the property to the Wisconsin Department of Justice to ensure the owner 
continues with their efforts to comply with all DNR clean up directions. 

Buildings: By the end of 2022, the building at 227 Allen Street had been cleaned out 
with mold and asbestos removed. The roof was also replaced on the building.   

The roof above the Clerk’s office was also replaced in 2022.  

Trees:  The Village has received the ‘Tree City USA’ designation once again for the 20th 
straight year in 2022.   

Budget Summary: Public Works expenses ended the year on Budget at $429,100.00. 
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Figure 3 DPW Employees Mike Kahl and Brad Gretschmann Replace a portion of water main on Milwaukee Street – July 2022 
Clinton Waterworks:  

In 1982, Bill Kienbaum, the Village Engineer from RH Batterman, designed the water 
and sewer mains for Scot Drive.  This project included crossing the railroad tracks on 
Milwaukee Street and connecting to the existing water main in front of the Clinton Town 
Hall.  When designing that water main, a “Tee” was added to water main for a future 
water line that would run northwest along the railroad tracks for future village expansion.  
In 2022, we began work to run that water main and hook up to the “tee” that was 
installed 40 years earlier.  The project to bring the water line to the Clinton Crossings 
subdivision will be finished in 2023 after some unexpected delays.  

Problems with Well #4 continued in 2022, with the well once again having the well pump 
damaged beyond repair after less than two years since its installation.  The well was 
down for six months while the Village’s contractor, Water Well Solutions, completely 
examined all the possible issues that may have caused the problem.  It was found that 
the well hole was bent several hundred feet below the pump.  To correct the issue, the 
pump was raised 100 feet to a point where it would not be affected by the bend in the 
well hole.  The cost for repairs to the well was about $150,000.00 which came from 
funds that we originally designated for the Well #3 filter building. 
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The Well #3 filter building, which had several issues that caused delays in its 
construction beginning with COVID, has moved ahead. The plan will be to use a Safe 
Drinking Water Fund loan to finance the project.  An attempt to resell the filters back to 
the company that supplied them fell through as the company advised that sales for 
these filters have slowed down. An application was sent to the Wisconsin Department of 
Natural Resources indicating that the Clinton Waterworks intended to apply for the loan.  
The loan application will be done in 2023.    

Clinton’s two wells pumped a total of 69,608,000 gallons of water for the year with 
52,350,000 gallons being sold. 1,620 gallons of sodium hypochlorite for disinfection, 
and 9,520 gallons of Aqua Mag for iron sequestration were used in 2022.  

There were four water main breaks throughout the year and four other leaks in water 
services. Pictured above are DPW employees Mike Kahl and Brad Gretschmann 
replacing a portion of six-inch water main in front of the Elementary School on 
Milwaukee Street. Several breaks have occurred there in recent years very close to 
each other prompting the section of water main replacement. 

The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has come up with new rules for lead 
and copper in 2022.  The Village will have to identify lead services and come up with a 
plan to replace them by October of 2024.  This rule also applies to private water 
services that run from the curb stop in the terrace into buildings.  The type of plumbing 
in buildings will also have to be inspected. 
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Figure 4 Tool Cat by Bobcat 

Clinton Sewer Utility:  
The Clinton Sewer Utility treated 49,000,000 gallons of water in 2022 down 
considerably than past years when the rainfall was more than average.  Rainfall in 2022 
was 33.92” for Clinton with the average rainfall being 35.5.”   

The Wastewater Plants Ultra-Violet disinfection system was updated after twenty years 
of service.  The upgrade included new controls and repairs to the two UV light banks 
that are put in service May through September each year.  The cost for the upgrade 
was about $21,000.00. 

The administration/lab building HVAC system failed during the summer in 2022.  When 
the company that originally installed the equipment came and looked at the system, 
they found that there were many problems that needed to be addressed.  They started 
working on HVAC and are expected to complete the work sometime in 2023.  The 
availability of parts has been a problem.  The cost to rehab the HVAC is between 
$25,000.00 and $30,000.00. 

In 2022, 9,000 feet of sewer main and 129 sewer laterals were cleaned and televised.  
Although no major issues were found with the system, many parts of the old clay sewer 
mains and laterals are deteriorating.  The televising of these mains and laterals helps to 
identify problems with water infiltration and intrusion in the system and the sewer 
treatment facility.  The work was completed in December 2022, at a cost of just under 
$30,000.00. 
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The Sewer Utility purchased a new piece of equipment in 2022.  The ‘Tool Cat’ which is 
pictured above is a versatile machine that is similar to a skid loader but has many other 
uses and attachments available for a variety of different applications. 

The Sewer Utility construction project for the year was installing a sewer main from 
Milwaukee Street to the Clinton Crossings subdivision.  The project was started in the 
fall of 2022 and ran into problems with limestone rock and boring issues under the 
railroad tracks on Milwaukee Street.  The project will be completed in 2023. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Roger W. Johnson, Director of Public Works 
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