
Minutes of the 3/17/15 Regular Clinton Village Board Meeting  

1. Call to Order and Roll Call – Village President Tracy called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Roll Call – Present:  Village President Tracy & Trustees Bushue, Knibbs, and Torkilson.   Absent:  

Trustees Jacobs, Nielson, and Olson.  Also Present:  Administrator Sheiffer, Clerk/Treasurer 

Franseen, Chief Hooker, DPW Director Johnson, Library Director Bieber and interested public.  

2. Pledge of Allegiance was stated. 

3. Approval of the Minutes:  Trustee Bushue moved, seconded by Trustee Torkilson to approve 

the minutes of the 2/16/15 meeting.  Motion carried, 4-0.  

4. Public Appearances – None  

5. Business by the Village President – President Tracy noted the Village has received a letter from 

DOT concerning the 39/90 future project and planned changes to Highway 140 as the detour 

route for the interstate project.  President Tracy also stated the Board needs to set another 

special Board meeting to continue work on the Administrator’s eval.  The Board set 4/2 at 6 p.m. 

for the special meeting.   

6. Committee Reports – Public Safety Committee Chair/Trustee Torkilson stated Public Safety 

Committee had reviewed the PD’s Annual Report for 2014 and they felt it was very good.  

Emergency Management Committee met and discussed the upcoming tabletop exercise and 

some concerns regarding safety at crosswalks near the schools.   

7. Reports of Village Officials – Administrator Sheiffer stated there will likely be a regular Plan 

Commission meeting 4/13 because we are anticipating a CUP application for an assisted living 

project.  Clerk/Treasurer Franseen reported there were only 3 delinquent personal property 

accounts for 2014 and the election prep is underway for the Spring election 4/7.  Chief Hooker 

reported some of the Village Officers were serving on a Policies and Procedures Committee for 

updating the Department’s manual.  He also stated he and Officer Chesmore were going to be 

attending a training concerning dealing with mentally ill individuals.  DPW Director Johnson 

explained to the Board the decorative light pole in the Library parking lot has been vandalized 

and he is looking at changing it to be more vandal proof.  He will bring forward alternatives for 

the Board’s input.  He also stated the Village will be again cleaning the water tower this year.  

Library Director Bieber stated the play put on by the Library Foundation was a success and she 

thanked the Foundation for doing this fundraiser.  She stated the summer reading program 

theme was going to be heroes.  

8. Old Business none  

9. New Business -  

a)  Discussion and Action on Proposed Engineering Services Agreement from Donohue for Well 

House and Wastewater Pump Station (Lift Station #1 and #2) Upgrades   Larry Krause of 

Donohue reviewed the agreement with the Board.  Trustee Torkilson moved, seconded by 

Trustee Knibbs to approve the services agreement as presented.  Motion carried, 4-0.    

b)  Discussion and Action on Award of Bid for Arthur Drive Road Project   DPW Director Johnson 

recommended the drain tile part of this project not be done because he felt the tile would 

freeze in the winter.   Frank McKearn, of Batterman Engineering, had recommended to the 

Board it be done and was not aware of the DPW Director’s recommendation concerning the 



drain tile.  Following discussion, Trustee Bushue moved, seconded by Trustee Knibbs  to award 

Part A of the bid to Frank Bros. at this time and to table action on Part B pending a 

recommendation from Batterman Engineering at the April 21 Village Board meeting.  Motion 

carried, 3-0, with President Tracy abstaining. 

 c)  Discussion and Action on 2014 Police Department Annual Report   Chief Hooker reviewed the 

content of the report with the Village Board.   The Chief stated he felt the mission and value 

statements for the PD should be aligned with the Village’s adopted Strategic Plan.  He explained 

he wanted this year’s report to serve as a base from which he would add to the report each year 

to better inform the citizens and residents about how their police department dollars were 

being spent and to connect the community with their Police Department.  Trustee Knibbs 

suggested in the future the Department explore opportunities for measuring customer 

satisfaction.  The Village President commended the Chief on the report.  President Tracy moved, 

seconded by Trustee Torkilson to accept the 2014 Annual Report of the PD.  Motion carried, 4-0. 

d) Discussion and Action on Operator License Applications  None for this meeting.    

e)  Discussion and Action on Request from Clinton Fire Protection District for Funds for the 

National Fire Safety Council   President Tracy noted the funds for this would go to the National 

Fire Safety Council.  President Tracy moved, seconded by Trustee Bushue to not make a 

donation.  Motion carried, 3-1 with Trustee Knibbs voting against.  

f) Discussion and Action on Proposed Resolution No. 2015-3  To Authorize a Cell Phone 

Allowance for the Chief of Police  Trustee Torkilson moved, seconded by President Tracy to 

adopt Resolution No. 2105-3.  Motion carried, 4-0. 

g)  Discussion and Action on Resolution No. 2015-4  Amending the 2014 Budget for the Village of 

Clinton  President Tracy moved, seconded by Trustee Knibbs to adopt Resolution No. 2015-4.  

Motion carried, 4-0.  (Note:  This item requires a 2/3 vote of the entire Board, it will appear 

under old business for the next Board meeting). 

h) Discussion and Action on Resolution No. 2015-5  Adopting the 2015 Amendment to the 

Clinton 2005 Comprehensive Community Forestry Plan   Trustee Bushue moved, seconded by 

Trustee Knibbs to adopt Resolution No. 2015-5. Motion carried, 4-0. 

i)  Discussion and Action on Application for a Local Unit of Government (LUG) Exemption from 

the DNR for 135 Milwaukee St.  Administrator Sheiffer explained while getting an exeption may 

release the Village from additional testing costs, it still did not necessarily resolve all the issues 

concerning closure of this case with the DNR or the future use of the lot.  For example, the 

exemption does not pass to another owner if the lot is sold.  The DNR may pay for additional 

required testing.  Administrator Sheiffer felt there was more to gain by applying for the 

exemption than not applying for it.  Trustee Bushue moved, seconded by Trustee Knibbs to 

apply for the LUG exemption.  Motion carried, 4-0.   

10. Approval of Checks, Invoices and Purchase Orders – Trustee Bushue moved, seconded by 

Trustee Torkilson to approve payment of the checks and invoices as follows:  general fund in the 

amount of $901,911.07 and water utility/sewer utility checks in the amount of $56,842.32 as listed 

on the batch cover sheet.    Motion carried, 4-0.     

11. Media Questions – Clinton Topper Reporter Mary Ann Inman asked if the DPW Director’s cell 

phone was provided by the Village.  The Village Clerk stated it was. 



12. Closed Session  - None 

13. Action from Closed Session – None  

14. Adjournment – Trustee Torkilson moved, seconded by Trustee Bushue to adjourn the meeting 

at approx. 8:32 p.m.  Motion carried, 4-0. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted by –  

Jennifer Sheiffer, Village Administrator 

 


